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Kitsap Regional Coordinating Council (KRCC) 
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1. Decisions and Actions 

Decisions 

1. Approved the November 12, 2015 draft meeting summary with no edits. 

2. Agreed to a plan for the study session with the KRCC Executive Board on February 2. 

Actions Person Responsible 

1. Confirm list of local centers, send any new local centers to Claire 
Chase by January 21. 

Planning Directors 

2. Finalize presentations to the KRCC Board for February 2nd meeting. Planning Directors 

 

2. Introductions 

Claire Chase, member of the KRCC Facilitation Team and facilitator for the Land  Use Technical Advisory 

Committee (LUTAC), led introductions. See Attachment 1 for a list of participants. LUTAC reviewed the 

draft agenda, which had no suggested changes. Lynn Wall introduced Kim Peacher, a new Community 

Planning and Liaison Officer at Naval Base Kitsap. Both Lynn and Kim will attend LUTAC moving 

forward, as their responsibilities are split among all the Naval Base Kitsap locations.  

 

3. Update from KRCC Executive Board 

Claire shared an update from the KRCC Executive Board January 5th meeting. The Board agreed to 

change the name of the Planning Directors’ Forum to the Land Use Technical Advisory Committee 

(LUTAC), making it more in line with the KRCC by-laws which refer to “standing committees”. LUTAC 

will continue to function just as the Planning Directors’ Forum did, with staff from each jurisdiction, 

and will not be a staff-electeds group which the Board had previously considered. Due to the City of 

Bremerton’s withdrawal from KRCC in November 2015, they no longer have a staff representative on 

LUTAC. However, when the Countywide Planning Policies need to be addressed, Kitsap County will still 

convene a meeting of the Planning Directors’ Forum which will include the City of Bremerton (to 

maintain compliance with the Growth Management Act).  

 

The Board’s study session on December 1st with the Planning Directors went well. They agreed to try 

four study sessions with LUTAC in 2016, the first of which will be on February 2nd. That study session 

will focus on each Planning Director giving the latest information on their periodic update. Jennifer 

Sutton noted that the City of Bainbridge Island will ask for an extension to finalize their periodic update 

by the end of 2016, instead of by the June 30th deadine. Barry Berezowsky noted that it is important for 

the Board to understand that this update was originally due in 2009, before the legislature pushed the 
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deadline back. Each Planning Director agreed to give a presentation to the Board for 5-10 minutes and 

be available for questions. 

 

4. Coordination Among Jurisdictions for Periodic Updates 

Each Planning Director shared the latest information for their periodic update: 

City of Port Orchard 

 They have a text-heavy update, using a local centers approach to planning. They are trying to 

identify the most strategic things to do in the recently-annexed areas. 

 They are doing a heavy update on their critical areas code, and may ask for an extension due to 

a lot of new staff including a new city attorney and 3 new Planning Commissioners. 

 Their water/sewer and transportation elements will also go into their periodic update. 

 

City of Poulsbo 

 They are using amendments from the County’s Buildable Lands Report, and are drafting an 

economic development chapter due to a new initiative within the City to support more 

economic development.  

 Their revision of the critical areas ordinances includes a focus on filling of wetlands. 

 They are including more language about their City-wide tree retention program, which is 

meant to keep 100% of the tree canopy intact. 

 

City of Bainbridge Island  

 They are drafting each section one-by-one and then taking to the Planning Commission for 

review. 

 Their long-time Planning Director, Kathy Cook, will retire January 15.  

 They have begun the conversation about affordable housing in the City. 

 The City Council decided to surplus the large parcel outside Winslow to build a new police 

station, though they are unclear what will happen to that. 

 The planning staff is dealing with an issue about water supply, and is testing ground water 

supply and recharge areas to provide information for the water resources element. Their 

critical areas ordinances will relate to this information, and they have also begun a discussion 

about geological hazards. 

 

5. Low-Impact Development (LID) Updates 

Each jurisdiction shared information related to LID updates and updating their stormwater codes: 

City of Bainbridge Island – They have an inter-departmental team identifying how to tackle the 

stormwater code updates. They are trying to make policy changes as issues come up from that internal 

review, and will bring updates to the Planning Commission around May 2016.  

 

City of Poulsbo – They are working with their engineering department to draft language changes within 

the comprehensive plan and development regulations. 
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City of Port Orchard – They are integrating their LID changes into the comprehensive plan, and are also 

updating their subdivision code to be consistent. 

 

Kitsap County 

 They plan for a large overhaul of the LID updates, by working across the permitting, planning, 

and stormwater departments and plan to update the subdivision, roads, and zoning codes. 

 One of their goals is to maintain native vegetation instead of replacing it.  

 They anticipate more site planning requirements for development, and are looking at adoption 

of their updated codes in the second half of 2016. 

 

6. Case Law Updates 

Claire Chase provided a digest of growth management case law from 2015, provided from Law 

Seminars International. LUTAC discussed several cases, and discussion included: 

 Interest in shoreline rulings. 

 The Kitsap Rifle & Revolver Club (KRRC) has a land use case which has brought up interesting 

thoughts, including: 

o Intensification of use does not necessarily justify expansion. 

o Expansion requires more activities over time, which is what KRRC should have applied 

for. 

o The case just gave more time and will hear more arguments later in 2016. 

 The Supreme Court sign code case likely means that all cities need to adjust their sign codes, 

though the Association of Washington Cities may help by drafting example language.  

 

7. Spotlight: Kitsap County’s Periodic Update 

Patty Charnas represented the County in providing an update about the public process the County has 

been using for their periodic update. Points included: 

 Started by re-inventing the department’s organizational structure which allowed them to 

absorb the work of updating the comprehensive plan in-house. 

 Their main goal is not to create “shelf art”, rather a usable, results-oriented plan. 

 They composed an Internal Review Team which identified different people responsible for a 

different element. 

 They have a robust public participation plan, including snail mail, online, and social media. 

 They will have a preferred alternative map soon. 

 

8. Regional Updates 

Puget Sound Regional Council 

Paul Inghram and Yorik Stevens-Wajda shared updates from PSRC, including: 

 Some cities in King/Snohomish/Pierce counties were planning for much different growth 

targets than they had, so the Growth Management Planning Board (GMPB) considered this 

issue last fall. Upon a recommendation from the Regional Staff Committee, the GMPB has 
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conditionally approved some plans and asked other Cities to adjust their plans to fit their 

growth targets.  

o PSRC suggested that if a Kitsap city anticipates being way off their targets, they should 

work on a target adjustment which might mean shifting allocations between cities.  

o PSRC does have a flexible amount of how much in excess a city can plan for. 

 So far, they have certified 33 plans and have about 60 plans submitted. 

 They anticipate a center designation soon for the Sumner-Pacific Manufacturing & Industrial 

Center. 

 

9. Next Steps 

The Forum will next meet on March 10, from 9:30 – 11:30, at the Poulsbo City Hall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment 1 – Meeting Participants 

Name Affiliation 

Barry Berezowsky City of Poulsbo  

Nick Bond City of Port Orchard 

Patty Charnas Kitsap County 

Paul Inghram Puget Sound Regional Council 

Alison O’Sullivan Suquamish Tribe 

Kim Peacher Naval Base Kitsap 

Jeff Rowe Kitsap County  

Yorik Stevens-Wajda Puget Sound Regional Council 

Jennifer Sutton City of Bainbridge Island 

Lynn Wall Naval Base Kitsap 

Claire Chase KRCC Facilitation Team  
 


