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Kitsap Regional Coordinating Council (KRCC) 

Land Use Technical Advisory Committee Meeting Summary 

January 12, 2017 // Kitsap Transit, Bremerton 

 

- Joint TransTAC and LUTAC Meeting, 9:30 – 10:00 am -  

 

Regional Centers Working Group Representation 

LUTAC and TransTAC approved Jim Bolger, Kitsap County, to serve as Kitsap’s 

representative on the Puget Sound Regional Council’s (PSRC) Regional Centers Working 

Group.  

Review Dec. 21 Regional Centers Working Group Meeting 

Darren Gurnee, Kitsap County, reviewed the summary from the December 21, 2016 

meeting of the Regional Centers Stakeholder Working Group (SWG). During that meeting, 

the SWG discussed the timing of this update process, the implications of Regional Centers 

criteria on transportation funding, scaling regional centers to the context of each county, 

and the role of ferries and bus rapid transit as high capacity transit in Kitsap County. The 

SWG also discussed military installations, and Kitsap and Pierce counties identified a few 

shared priorities regarding how military installations fit into the Regional Centers 

Framework.  

Feedback from LUTAC and TransTAC 

LUTAC and TransTAC provided the following suggestions for Jim to convey at the next 

Working Group meeting: 

- PSRC should provide information about the consequences of each alternative on 

military installations so that the Working Group can make informed 

recommendations. 

- Manufacturing Industrial Centers (MICs) should be viewed as long-term investments 

- Regional Centers should be maintained in Kitsap County so that the County does 

not become a “bedroom community” for King County 

- Every county should have a minimum of two Regional Centers and one MIC; larger 

counties can have more than that minimum.1 

- Elected officials (and not only technical staff) need to share their concerns 

regarding the current approach to Regional Centers 

- Small jurisdictions across the Puget Sound Region need to collaborate to develop a 

Regional Centers Framework that is geographically equitable. 

                                                           
1 TransTAC members provided this suggestion during their separate meeting, following the joint meeting. 
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Next Steps 

The SWG will hold its final meeting on January 18, 2017. KRCC will disseminate to LUTAC 

and TransTAC the draft Regional Centers report. PSRC will conduct outreach to the four 

countywide groups in February and March to solicit additional feedback on the Regional 

Centers update effort. The SWG might be reconvened after this outreach to synthesize the 

feedback.  

 

- LUTAC-only Meeting, 10:00 – 11:30 am - 

 

A. Decisions and Actions 

Decisions 

1. Approved the December 8, 2016 draft meeting summary with no edits. 

2. Identified potential next steps for the CPPs update process, to be shared with the 
Executive Board at the February 7 Land Use Policy Work Session.  

Actions Person Responsible 

1. Send roster of KRCC Executive Board to LUTAC. KRCC staff 

2. Send calendar invitations for remaining 2017 LUTAC and 
Land Use Policy Work Session meetings. 

KRCC staff 

3. Create timeline for February 7 Land Use Policy Work Session.  KRCC staff 

4. Draft and send LUTAC’s recommendations on regional 
centers from this meeting to LUTAC for review.  

KRCC staff 

 

B. Welcome & Introductions 

Claire Chase, member of the KRCC Facilitation Team and facilitator for the Land Use 

Technical Advisory Committee (LUTAC), led introductions (see end for a list of participants). 

LUTAC reviewed the draft agenda, which had no suggested changes. There were no edits to 

the December 8th draft meeting summary, which will be finalized and posted on the KRCC 

website. 

 

C. Report from KRCC & the Executive Board 

LUTAC will participate in the first KRCC Land Use Policy Work Session with the KRCC 

Executive Board on February 7 at the Norm Dicks Government Center. It was clarified that the 

KRCC Executive Board is the full elected decision-making body, while the Executive 

Committee is a group of only five Board members that work with KRCC staff to develop 

agendas and strategy for the Board meetings and general KRCC work flow. LUTAC asked for 

a roster of the current Executive Board, which KRCC staff will share.  

 

D. Countywide Planning Policies – Informal Evaluation 

KRCC discussed the possibility of updating the Countywide Planning Policies (CPPs) in 2017, 

gearing up for the transportation competition which begins in March 2018.  

Discussion on a possible update to Kitsap CPPs included: 

 The last major update of CPP content was in 2007; the other updates have been to 

appendices only. 
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 The next comprehensive plan updates in 2024 requires many steps along the way. 

LUTAC discussed some of these steps (e.g., buildable lands analysis and growth target 

updates) and KRCC staff will develop a timeline highlighting some of these steps for 

the Land Use Policy Work Session. LUTAC asked that the timeline should help the 

Executive Board understand a methodical way address the updates without 

overwhelming capacity too much at one time.  

 House Bill 1089 would change the timeline of the next comprehensive plan update; in 

order to get all four counties of PSRC on the same calendar, the bill would move 

Kitsap’s deadline from 2024 to 2023.  

 It is important to LUTAC that all jurisdictions speak with one voice together, at the Land 

Use Policy Work Session and about the CPPs. For updating the CPPs, LUTAC also 

noted that Bremerton should be at the table.  

 LUTAC thought that splitting the CPPs update into two phases was most logical: a 

“light refresh” in 2017, and a “total overhaul” in 2020 once the updated VISION 2040 is 

adopted by the Puget Sound Regional Council.  

o The light refresh could include: 

 Conducting a gap analysis (to understand what updating work is needed 

and to look at requirements from PSRC and Growth Management Act to 

ensure that the CPPs are addressing all requirements); 

 Comparing other jurisdictions’ CPPs in the sections KRCC wishes to 

address in 2017;  

 Updating the Centers language and criteria (once PSRC’s Regional 

Centers Framework is complete); 

 Inserting photos. 

o The total overhaul could include: 

 Re-writing the Buildable Lands and UGA adjustment sections; 

 Re-formatting to make the document easier to navigate; 

 Pulling some extra information out of the CPPs and putting into 

reference documents; and 

 Matching CPPs with new multi-county planning policies from the 

updated VISION 2040. 

 PSRC offered to identify gaps between the CPPs and the MPPs, whenever that would 

be helpful to LUTAC. PSRC assumes the MPPs will be updated with the new VISION 

2040, expected to be adopted in spring 2020. 

 

E. Update from Eric Baker, Kitsap County  

Eric Baker was asked to speak to LUTAC regarding his role with the county and the 

relationship with KRCC and LUTAC. His points included: 

 His role is Policy Manager for the three County Commissioners, focusing on inter-

disciplinary issues. 

 He works on a variety of issues, including the county’s non-motorized plan, the Kitsap 

Forest & Bay project, the Silverdale Economic Action Plan. He also works with the 

county’s state legislators on legislative affairs. 

 He works internally with all County departments and six Citizen Advisory Groups.  
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 While he tends not to attend LUTAC or KRCC meetings, he is on the LUTAC mailing 

list and coordinates with Louisa Garbo, the County’s Planning Director, before LUTAC 

meetings.  

LUTAC appreciated his time spent at LUTAC to give more background. 

 

F. Roundtable Announcements and Emerging Issues 

City of Bainbridge Island 

 Gary Christensen shared that the City is getting closer to a completed comprehensive 

plan.  

 The City hosted a public hearing on the comprehensive plan on January 10, and hopes 

that the Council will adopt in early February.  

 

City of Poulsbo 

 Karla Boughton shared that the City completed their comprehensive plan and expects 

PSRC to certify the plan in March.  

 The City also adopted the LID code package. 

 Their department is preparing to work on the critical areas ordinance this year, and 

expects to hire another planner.  

 The department also expects to address the stormwater vesting issue this year. 

 

City of Port Orchard 

 Nick Bond shared that the City may have to re-amend their newly-adopted stormwater 

code to address the stormwater vesting issue. 

 They expect that PSRC will certify their comprehensive plan in June. 

 

Kitsap County – the County is working on legislation being proposed on the threshold of water 

availability (in response to Whatcom v. Hirst).  

 

PSRC 

 Michael Hubner shared that PSRC is working on certifications for Bremerton and Kitsap 

County, and expects to start the certification for Port Orchard soon. 

 The Taking Stock assessment project is wrapping up and they expect that the final 

report should be available in February. 

 PSRC expects to be working with all counties in 2017 on the Regional Open Space 

Plan.  

 

G. Next Steps 

LUTAC will next meet on March 9 in Poulsbo, and LUTAC will participate in the Land Use 

Policy Work Session on February 7 in Bremerton.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 11:45 am. 
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LUTAC Meeting Participants  

Name Affiliation 

Eric Baker Kitsap County 

Jim Bolger Kitsap County 

Nick Bond City of Port Orchard 

Karla Boughton City of Poulsbo 

Gary Christensen City of Bainbridge Island 

Louisa Garbo Kitsap County 

Darren Gurnee Kitsap County 

Michael Hubner Puget Sound Regional Council 

Kim Peacher  Naval Base Kitsap  

Claire Chase KRCC Facilitation Team  

 


